




December 3  , 2007

Board of Directors
Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transportation District  
P.O. Box 9000, Presidio Station
San Francisco, CA 94129

Subject:  Item 4B on Agenda of Special Meeting, December 7, 2007 -- Approve Position Supporting                                  Legislation to Authorize the San Francisco County Transportation Authority to Collect a Toll                              from Users of Doyle Drive                                                                       
             
Dear Directors:

San Francisco Tomorrow is extremely concerned about this item on Friday’s special meeting agenda, and urges you to vote no.  It is an attempt by the San Francisco County Transportation Authority (SFCTA) to finance the building of the Presidio Freeway -- a name that more accurately describes the proposal to rebuild Doyle Drive.

First and foremost, our organization has grave concerns about the wisdom of this project, and are providing attachments to support our contention that this project is not an appropriate use of taxpayer funds.

Additionally, we are extremely concerned that this additional toll will make it more difficult to raise tolls for needed capital repairs of the Golden Gate Bridge.  

Finally, this proposal is being termed "congestion management fee".  This is a misleading term – other cities with congestion management fees collect them at the perimeter of the business district – and use the funds collected to address the transportation needs of the downtown core. The funds raised by this fee will not  improve downtown congestion and will not improve transit service The blurring of the definition is inappropriate, and almost certainly detrimental to efforts to establish an effective congestion management fee for downtown San Francisco.  To illustrate our argument, we’ve attached maps published by the SFCTA showing numbers and percentages of trips between various areas and the San Francisco Central Business District, and the central business districts of other cities that have congestion management fees.  Note that those cities collect the fee at the perimeter of the central business district.

San Francisco Tomorrow urges you to reject this item.

Please address communications on this matter to Norman Rolfe, Transportation Chair, San Francisco Tomorrow, 2233 Larkin St. #4, San Francisco, CA  94109, phone/fax 415-775-9167, normrolfe@att.net.

Very truly yours
                                                                    Attachments

Jennifer Clary, President



