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Passion, Growth and Adversity

This tree: 
Represents strength and growth in the 
face of adversity

Thrives and modifies in hard elements 

Represents my own emotional growth

Teaches us how to learn and adapt

Metaphor for survival

A symbol of strength which deserves 
protection

A major factor my purchase of this home

I care for it in a consistent and proactive 
manner

Similar to how we value our lives, the life of a 
tree holds many emotional and physical traits



Neighborhood and History

Originally part of Rancho San 

Miguel 

4444.34 acres = 1/6th of SF1

Home was built in 1895 by 

William H. Johnson, at age 28, a 

local stonecutter who emigrated 

from Finland

Estimated this tree was planted 

about 65 years ago, in 1945

Owner at the time was Frederick 

Wider, a policeman

I purchased this home in 1996

The Eureka Valley and the home where this tree 

lives has seen much change over its brief history

1 Rancho San Miguel A San Francisco Neighborhood History – Mae Silver



Wildlife and Habitat

A family of hawks nested, hatched 

and fed their young

Families of raccoon and skunk enjoy 

climbing, foraging and frolicking 

among the branches and trunk

Gray and brown squirrels are active 

in the tree branches eating seed cones

Birds of all sorts visit; including blue 

jays, crows, sparrows, mourning 

doves, and hummingbirds

Over the years this tree has become a safe haven

for much of the animals who live in our city



Attributes 

This tree is special because of its:

Full and round canopy

Distinctive and intricate branching

Size and girth of its trunk 

Lush and healthy green color

Prominence and focal point relative 

to the neighborhood

Balance and symmetry among the 

multiple trunks

“Away from the shore their growth more reasonably, 

spreading their tops like giant umbrellas, full, thick, 

resilient, and of a rich velvety green”1

1 Excerpt from a Poem by Ernest Piexotto - Romantic Californian



Evolution and Changes over Time

For unknown reasons many trees have been 

removed from our neighborhood; diminishing 

value 

1

1 – 4421 20th Street
2 – 308 Diamond Street
3 – 350 Collingwood Street
4 – 300 Block Collingwood Street
5 – 00 Block Seward Street (mini park)
6 – 91 Seward Street
7 – 95-97 Seward Street
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Evolution and Changes over Time

Over a 14 year period there has been a significant 

loss of greenery, as demonstrated by these photos 

Photo circa 1996

Photo circa 2003

Photo circa 2010



Conservation Status

Factors including the ecosystem, maintenance and 

level of vulnerability should be considered.

Excerpt wikipedia.com ref: Conifer Specialist Group (1998). Cupressus macrocarpa. 2006. 
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. IUCN 2006. http://www.iucnredlist.org/. Retrieved 
on 9 May 2006. Listed as Vulnerable (VU D2 v2.3) 

Landmark Tree/Cupressus macrocarpa - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia.mht
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN_Red_List_of_Threatened_Species
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Union_for_Conservation_of_Nature
http://www.iucnredlist.org/


Recommendation and Conclusion

Ensure we protect this tree for current and future 
generations

Ensure we provide the green space and habitat for 
wildlife

Help to retain this tree for its beauty and majesty

Help to lessen the diminished greenery of our city

Reduce the vulnerability of this tree and species

With your support the validation 
of this tree as Landmark status 

will be a great win for the Eureka 
Valley Neighborhood, San 
Francisco and its residents

Question and Answers


